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. . The League of Nations v

Pope Benedict favors the League of Nations that is,
the kind of a League of Nations he desires and one in
which he may have "some voice.".

Xlis 6rgan, the Osservatore Uomano of Rome, de-

clares as much in an inspired article printed March 12.
His arrival at that conclusion has close connection with
what happened at Berne, Switzerland, the day before.

On March 11 the International League of Nations
Societies, sitting at Berne, adopted a resolution which fa-

vors giving the pope at least some voice in the councils of
that League. If the pope can so much as participate in
creation of the League and dictation of its constitution,
heisforit. I '

He is for that sort of thing because it is his only hope
to inject papal influence into post-bellu- m international af-

fairs.. Italy's uncompromising position definitely and
conclusively shuts him and his direct representatives out
of the Versailles peace conference. His remaining hope,
and the present plan of Jesuit diplomacy, is to separate
all consideration of the Society of Nations from the peace
conference in which he cannot participate, and have the
Leajpe of Nations set up at another international meet-
ing in which he can take part. And that is about what
one would expect from one so clever in diplomacy and so
hungry for political power.

How he or his agents managed to get that resolution
through the meeting at Berne would prove interesting if
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Here ia something from the
Dews columns of the New York
World that should prove as illumi-

nating as it is- - amusing to observ-

ing readers, It is from Beatrice
Baskcrville,- - staff correspondent of
the World at Rome, and is as full
ofifhilcs as the usual vatican-dop- e

is full of gloomy ponderosity.
Comment woidd be superfluous.

ROME, March ll.The pope's
allocution at to-day- 's secret con-

sistory caused a certain surprise.
Vatican circles, generally well-informe- d,

foretold a papal statement
regarding the American scheme of
union of the Christian churches,
whereas the allocution was devot-
ed to the position of the oriental
church, the keynotes being anxiety
for Palestine's future and also a

Pope Pleads for the Hun
: An Associated Press dispatch from Rome under date

of March 11 says the pope has addressed to the peace con-

ference an appeal for leniency towards Germany. The
dispatch sums up his appeal ia these words:

It is understood that the pontiff states that the Vatican possesses
reliable information that the situation in Germany, socially and eco-

nomically, is very grave, and that he fears the spread of bolshevism
with such rapidity that it might' result in the establishment of a bol-

shevik state, which in turn might become allied with bolshevik Russia,
He is reported to have said that he feels that the only way to avoid
Buch an eventuality is a speedy peace A PEACE, HE SAYS,
WHICH WILL NOT HUMILIATE THE GERMAN PEOPLE.

' Had his ambition to sit in the peace conference oeen
gratified it can easily be seer with what diligence he
would have shielded his late allies from civil and penal
justice at the hands of the triumphant democracies. The
Hun, the Irish and the Turk would feel more than safe
in his hands. They would know they were in the house of
their father and in the hands of their fellow-conspirato- r.

So anxious was he to appear as their advocate and so
disappointed when the triumph of democracy excluded
him from that role that the diocesan organ of one of his
enthroned cardinals in this country recently quoted with
approval the declaration that he would be unwilling to
sit in the conference where outraged but triumphant peo-
ples were passing sentence on the archcriminals who
sought to blot liberty and civilization from the earth.

His exclusion from the conference-wa- s a conspicuous
triumph of justice. Heshould also be excluded from any
future meddling in the politics of the world. His impu-
dent pretension to a place among the nations should be
forever terminated and justly" rebuked and punished.
Substantially the same sentence should be pronounced
against him as against the other autocrats with whom he
conspired to subjugate all free peoples. Popery is strict-
ly a mediaeval despotism, and the world war is the final
struggle in the death of the Middle Ages and birth of the
modern world.
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To
Everyemphasis, which deeply impressed

his audience. The pope stated that

in advance, and put over while papal agents were alert
and the genuine friends of a practical organization were
olt their guard.

Swiss delegates called attention to the fact that if one
religious system were admitted to the League,. Buddhism
and others should be given like representation; but con-
sistency is never permitted to interfere with what popery
can effect for its own aggrandizement.

In the meantime pope-controll- ed politicians every-
where are clamoring for an early peace and for deferring
all consideration of the League to a later date. Whether
they know it or not, they are thereby furthering papal
plans to get into international affairs by one door when
shut out of another.

Few, if any, dare to declare themselves unqualifiedly
against some kind of a league. The war has taught its
need, and a war-wea- ry world has learned its

lesson. The conflict of opinion is over whether
the peace delegates, assembled at Versailles, shall perfect
their plans for permanent peace or whether they shall
leave part of those plans to the bickering of discredited
influences now ghut out but who hope by delay to get in.

President Wilson knows why the League of Nations
should be effected by the same body that establishes peace.
Peace is one thing, and the means of making it permanent
is another thing one as desirable as the other. The two
are properly the care and work of one body, because the
proposed society of nations is the only conceiveable guar-
antee that any kind of peace can last The one thing more
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Y. M. C. A. Entertains Overseas Soldiers
In addition to their care for the physical comfort and

moral welfare of our troops overseas, according to a mes-
sage cabled to the war department March 12 by General
Pershing, the Y. M. 0. A. is providing high-cla- ss and edi-
fying entertainment for the boys. Under arrangements
made by this great nonsectarian philanthropic organiza-
tion, five hundred entertainment companies and many
professional troupes are touring the camps.

This work for the first six months of the current vear
has beea provided at a cost of $1,250,000, The American
people will commend this excellent service. Every boy
now detained overseas is the hero and idol of some anx-
ious and patriotic home. These boys are entitled to every
comfort and every legitimate enjoyment that can be pro-
vided.

Parents and friends of these boys prefer this service
to the hundreds of millions of cigarettes which the
Knights boast of having showered upon the
soldiers at a cost of millions of dollars to destroy their
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the position of Palestine called for
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alone prevent "our spending more
on relief and the schools of
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So long as that freak of papistic

acceptable than peace is permanent peace. President
Wilson and patriotic statesmen of the Allied Nations are
trying to achieve the latter.

And no matter what pretence Pope Benedict may
make of being the originator of the idea, the fact remains
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physical and moral health and sap the foundations of
their manhood. But such is the perfectly normal contrast
between the substantial and edifying work being done in
quiet modesty by the Y. M. C. A. and the noisy exploita-
tion of the Roman Catholic sectarian propagandists.
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menagerie. Texas is dry, and the
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junction of the Lord to work quietly without letting the
left hand know what benevolences the right hand is doing.
No diocesan organs of enthroned prelates advertise the
work of the Y. M. C. A. Their work needs no such adver-
tisement. It speaks for itself. The grateful soldiers know
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ceived from the president of the Free Press Defense
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the blatant sectarian press of Irish cardinals and arch-
bishops. It is impossible to deceive all the people all the
time. .
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JllOAMfhTo'StartAs That is the effort being made to round up the colored pop-
ulation of the southern states for the control of elections.

which oceurs to a young maid
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Poor old Aunty Dote has be-

come quarrelsomo and querulous.
Her garrulous "Talks with Read-
ers of The Menace" are not bad
advertising . for this paper: but

te The Roman press as well as common observation discloses
how diligently this work is being pushed.mm

ation of Romanism in the United States. To decline it
was but little better. To hide out was his safest course, and
that is the course he took. Any other would spell the
shipwreck of popery in the New World, and he knew it,
If he had the courage of his pretensions, instead of letting
a Jesuit priest deceive his peoplo further by ex parte
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colored populations. By extending its degrading and
fraudulent system of parochial schools into the cities pf
the South the papal hierarchy is able to keep negro chil-

dren out of the public schools and thus fasten upon them
permanently the curse of ignorance and superstition that
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are to be placed in all southern cities and each surrounded
bf scores or hundreds of colored priests, and each priest
given control of a vast parish of colored people kept in
subservient Ignorance by means of parochial schools, the
most difficult and trying political issue they - have ever
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